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Å Located in southwestern 
Bolivia, San Cristobal is 
among the worldôs largest 
producer of silver, zinc, and 
lead.   

Å Apex Silver, a US based 
company, is the majority 
owner of the property with 
Sumitomo Corporation of 
Japan holding a 35% 
position.  
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Å The proven reserves
are approximately 450
million ounces of silver, 8
billion pounds of zinc and
3 billion pounds of lead .

Å The initial investment
was over US$ 740 million
and is the largest to date
in Boliviaôsmining history .
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ÅConstruction of the 
40,000 MTPD 
concentrator started in 
early 2005.  

Å Commissioning of the 
concentrator began in 
July of 2007 and the first 
concentrates were 
shipped in mid -
September 2007.  

Å Nearly full production 
was achieved during the 
first quarter of 2008.  
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The sulfide ore is processed through a conventional 
crushing, milling and flotation circuit. 
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ÅHaul trucks deliver 
the ore to the primary 
crusher.  The primary 
crusher is a Fuller -
Traylor 54òx 77ò with 
an open side setting 
of 150mm.  

Å The primary 
crusher can accept a 
maximum lump size 
of 1.5m and produces 
a product of 75% 
passing 152 mm.  
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Å The design 
criteria for the 
primary crusher 
product is as 
follows:

Mesh Size, (mm) % Passing

305 100

229 88

152 75

102 58

76 44

51 31

25 17

19 14

13 10
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Å The gyratory 
crusher product is 
conveyed overland 
to the ore 
stockpile.  

Å The ore 
stockpile stores a 
live capacity of 
approximately 36 
hrs.  

Å The design 
criteria for the 
stockpile is as 
follows: 

Nominal Design

Stockpile live 
capacity, days

1.5 1.5

Stockpile live 
capacity, tons

60,000 60,000

Angle of repose, deg 37 37

Angle of draw down, 
deg

50 55

Stockpile total 
capacity, tons

224,000 224,000

Stockpile diameter, m 114 114

Stockpile height, m 43 43
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