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THE PARTICULATE MATTER 

NAAQS
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CAA 109 ïNATIONAL AMBIENT 

AIR QUALITY STANDARDS

ÅSimultaneously with issuance of air quality 
criteria for a pollutant, EPA must propose, and 
subsequently promulgate, national primary and 
secondary ambient air quality standards for any 
such pollutant.

ÅPrimary NAAQS = level of air quality that, 
allowing an adequate margin of safety, is 
requisite to protect the public health.

ÅSecondary NAAQS = level of air quality that is 
requisite to protect the public welfare.

ÅPollutants for which NAAQS have been 
established are known as ñcriteriaò pollutants.
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WHAT HAPPENS AFTER A 

NAAQS IS PROMULGATED?
1. For each new/revised NAAQS, a State must 

recommend to EPA those areas within the State that 
do not attain the NAAQS, i.e. ñnonattainmentò areas.
ï Remaining areas are either ñattainmentò or ñunclassifiableò 

ï However, EPA approves final area designations.

2. Each State must revise its SIP, as necessary, to 
assure the NAAQS is attained throughout the State by 
the statutory deadline.
ï EPA promulgates an ñImplementation Ruleò to assist the Stateôs 

revision of its SIP;

3. EPA promulgates ñPSD incrementsò for the 
new/revised NAAQS.
ï Increment specifies the maximum allowable increase of that 
pollutantôs ambient concentration in every attainment or 
unclassifiable area throughout the Nation. 
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EXISTING CRITERIA 

POLLUTANTS

(codified at 40 C.F.R. Part 50)

ÅSulfur Oxides (as sulfur dioxide)

ÅCarbon Monoxide

ÅOzone

ÅNitrogen Dioxide

ÅLead

ÅParticulate Matter
ïas PM-10

ïas PM-2.5

ÅClearly, satisfaction of the particulate matter NAAQS is the principle 
challenge for mining and mineral processing.
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CHRONOLOGY of the PARTICULATE MATTER NAAQS

PM, Primary, 

��g/m3

Secondary,  

��g/m3

Monitoring 

Method

Year Measured as 24-hr Annual 24-hr Annual 40 C.F.R. Part 50

1971 TSP 260 75 150 60 Appendix B (hi-vol.)

1987 PM10 150 50 150 50 Appendix K

1997 PM2.5 65 15 65 15 Appendix L

PM10 revised 150 50 150 50 Appendix M

1999 PM10 revised vacated by D.C. Circuit (American Trucking Assn. v. EPA)

withdrawn by EPA, 12/22/00

PM10 (1987) remains in effect

2006 

(Proposed)

PM10 (1987) withdrawn by EPA

PM2.5 revised 35 15 35 15 Appendix L

PM10-2.5* 70 -- 70 -- Appendix O

2006 

(Final)

PM2.5 revised 35 15 35 15 Appendix L

PM10 (1987) 150 revoked 150 revoked Appendix K

*Excludes any ambient mix of PM10-2.5 that is dominated by windblown dust and soils and PM generated by agricultural and 

mining sources. Similar sources of crustal material shall not be subject to control in meeting this standard.


