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Abstract:

Jim Walter Resources, Inc. was one of the first coal companies to do degasification
in conjunction with mining. Degasification was started in the early 1980’s and Jim
Walter was the first coal company to commercially degasify. Jim Walter uses all the
different degasification techniques such as conventional, horizontal, and gob to
drain methane from the coalbed that it is mining. This paper will discuss the various
techniques that it uses for degasification and will attempt to quantify the benefit to
the mine. Also, methane is a potent green house gas and this paper will briefly
discuss the possibilities available for trading methane as an equivalent carbon
dioxide credit.
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